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The FET Ecosystem in Ireland



What is SOLAS and what does it do?
State Agency of the Department of Further & Higher Education, Research, Innovation & Science 
(DFHERIS)

It funds, coordinates, and monitors Further Education and Training provision in Ireland

Work is guided by the Further Education and Training (FET) Strategy 2020-2024 aka 
“Transforming Learning”

Manages the National Skills Database and provide research, data and analysis for the Expert 
Group on Future Skills Needs

Designated Body for the European Social Fund Programme for Employment, Inclusion, Skills and 
Training (EIST) 2021-2027.
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FET Beneficiary Numbers 2018 – 2022/23







FET and the new Tertiary Model

FET is usually 
delivered from 
EQF Levels 1-5

Now there are 
new tertiary 
programmes 
between FET 
and Higher 
Education (HE) 
progressing 
from EQF 5 to 6 





Other Key Policies



SOLAS    
Funding 

for FET in 
2022



Core funding to drive an effective and strategic ETB 

FET pathways 

FET for Employment and HE Transition

Apprenticeship

Discretionary Funding 

New FET Funding Model  - Simplifying Fundings 
for an Outcomes-based Model



DFHERIS allocates SOLAS Funding from   

Exchequer Funding

• Government revenue from taxes and other sources

National Training Fund (NTF)

•  A levy on companies to support training of employed, job 
seekers and to support lifelong learning



• August 2022: VET and FET Sectors: Policy and Research

• April 2023 – Discussion on Priority Transversal Skills

• November 2023 – Launch of the report “Erasmus+ VET Mobility as a Route to the Acquisition of 
Transversal Skills”

• Contact and collaboration with Estonian VET Team – DigComp, GreenComp and Micro Credentials

• October 2023 – EfVET Conference

• 2024 – TS Report presented to KA2 Coordinators, FET Network, EPALE, NAPD, 5th VPL Biennale

Future Activities

• Follow up to Transversal Skills Report – national event

• Sustainability focus – workshops and webinars

• Study Visits

• International Collaboration – VET Teams’ Riga Meeting

VET Team Achievements and Future Activities
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